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Heart of England in Bloom 
Newsletter August 2020 

Greetings 

At this time, we would normally have had a very busy month assessing and judging 
all the Heart of England in Bloom wonderful projects.  We know that many of you are 
still busy gardening and it seems such a pity that we can’t see them.  Perhaps this is 
a good opportunity for you to assess your own projects.  What is working well?  What 
else could you do? What have you learnt from the day to day practicalities of 
lockdown?  Tell us about it and hopefully we will be there in person next year. 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 

!  
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‘I wandered lonely as a clown – Poetry in Bloom’. 

As a clown?  A misprint surely?  Not so, but if  your curiosity has been aroused, 
please read on.  We retired to Ludlow in 2010 and somehow found ourselves 
involved in ‘in bloom’ activities.  We  were delighted and perhaps a little self-satisfied 
with successive Gold awards.  Then one year the town had an arts festival with 
contributions from a local poetry working group. They displayed their efforts on lamp 
posts and railings around the town centre.  And people stopped and noticed them!  
Now the moral of the story is, if you see a good idea, pinch it and then make it your 
own.  So this is what I did, and here are the instructions if you would like to follow 
suit. 

You will need: 
1. A good dictionary of quotations. 
2. A computer/word processor, printer and 
paper. 
3. A laminator, or access to one. 
4. Sticks. 
5. Gaffer tape. 

And this is what you do: 
1. Search through dictionary of quotations for 
any containing references to plants,   
flowers, gardening … 
2. Type and print quotations and laminate 
them. 
3. Attach each quotation to a stick using gaffer tape. 
4. Place in flower tubs or wherever  else is appropriate (See photograph). 

Here are some examples: 
“I know a bank whereon the wild thyme blows, 
Where oxlips and the nodding violet grows”. 
Shakespeare - A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
(Couldn’t resist placing this one outside Barclays and Lloyds TSB). 

Or in a more serious vein: 
“In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row,“ 
John McCrae - poet and military physician  
(placed in a tub adjacent to the Peace Memorial) 



And then there is the all-time favourite: 
“The  kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 
One is nearer God’s heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth “. 
Dorothy Frances Gurney - ‘God’s Garden’. 

But if you are truly inspired you could even try writing your own contribution. Here is 
my foolish effort. 
“I wondered lonely as a clown, 
Who’s circus days were done 
And so I took up gardening 
I thought it might be fun. 
I hoed and sowed and weeded 
And watered with a will 
And all I got for all this work 
A single daffodil”. 

David Pritchard 

Royal Sutton Coldfield has that floral feeling  
The Town and local centres have been brightened up with bedding plants, hanging 
baskets, flower towers and planters.  Residents and visitors to the town can expect 
to see colourful floral displays with over 360 large hanging baskets, almost 100 box 
planters, 31 large octagonal planters and 
seven spectacular flower towers. 
Even though the Heart of England in Bloom 
campaign has been cancelled this year, the 
Town Council is continuing to keep up the 
standard which saw us achieve Gold in 
2019. Residents and local community 
groups have also been doing their bit to 
keep the town clean and tidy and are 
regularly taking part in litter picks as part of 
their daily exercise routine.  The Town 
Council also launched a photo competition 
via Facebook asking residents to showcase 
their gardens, plots or hanging baskets. We received some fantastic images which 
went to an online poll – results to be announced soon! 
  
Natalia Gorman 
Senior Administrator and Projects Officer 

   



Friends of Dunchurch society (FODS), finalists in the 2020 Britain in Bloom,  are 
determined to keep their 
g a r d e n i n g e y e i n .  
D e s p i t e t h e 
postponement of this 
year’s Britain in Bloom 
judging, and COVID-19  
l o c k d o w n , w h i c h 
precluded the planting 
out of our village centre, 
FODS gardening group 
decided to make the best 
of th ings and share 
photographs of their 
h o m e g a r d e n i n g 
achievements, on line, 
for the whole community 
to enjoy. 

FODSGARDENS started with photographs of members’ Winter/ Spring plants and 
flowers. This has generated over 200 photographs being sent in and published every 
day in FODS E-newsletters, FODS Facebook page and on FODS website.  The 
project is now continuing with photographs of our members’ Summer gardens. 
The published photographs, a new floral treat each day, have given great pleasure to 
everyone in these difficult times. 
  

Albrighton 
The Albrighton Trust were delighted to welcome back some of their Garden Buddies 
groups who have not been able to work in the gardens since lockdown. The charity 
provides educational and recreational activities for people disadvantaged by physical 
and learning disabilities and ill health. The charity has kept in touch with everyone by 
hosting group Zoom meetings each week. During lockdown,  Garden Buddies 
received some garden boxes from the charity that included seeds and accessories 
so they could carry on gardening and growing while they were at home.  The charity 
also popped in a few personal goodies for everyone to keep spirits up.  



The Garden Buddies have been 
sending in photographs to show how 
their plants have been growing and set 
up  shared Dropbox folders so everyone 
could see how their friends’ plants are 
also growing. The weekly virtual 
meetings have been a wonderful way 
for everyone to stay in touch and know 
that they are all safe, but you can’t beat 
meeting face-to-face. Gardening 
sessions have now been reintroduced,  
ensuring that no more than six people 
are working together outside and 
keeping a safe distance apart. 

HM Prison, Birmingham 
In the last two years, in the Heart 
of England, the range of entries 
was extended when we were 
invited to Her Majesty’s Prison, 
Birmingham to see J Wing.  This 
is the Older Prisoner Social Care 
Unit where, five years ago, two  
Prison Officers decided to try 
gardening to support the later life 
of some of the residents.  
J Wing can be described as a 
green oasis.  The high walls 
surround a well kept lawn, flower 
and vegetable beds, planters 
and hanging baskets.  It is hard 
to imagine that it was once a concrete exercise yard. In the first year of entering It’s 
Your Neighbourhood, J Wing was awarded ‘Level 4, Thriving and last year, it was 
‘Outstanding’.   



We have received the following report from one of the Prison Officers: 

During these difficult times HMP 
Birmingham have continued with their 
garden projects. On 15 June 2020 we 
held a Pride at HMP Birmingham Staff 
BBQ and Charity Cupcake Sale. This 
was held inside the establishment for 
staff. 
The area used was decorated out with 
home made plant troughs made with 
recycled timber. They were planted out 
with plants grown by the prisoners from 
the Older Prisoner Unit. 
Looking forward to next year !! 

Officer Mick Body, HMP Birmingham 
  

Biddulph in Bloom 
This is an update of what Biddulph in Bloom has been doing during these very 
strange times. Various individuals have been out collecting litter, weeding and 
sowing seeds.  
  
We stripped out the displays of winter plants to clear the containers for summer 
displays. As we did that, we swept and weeded outside the closed shops. We have 
sent some photographs for the people who are in lockdown and will have missed our 
Spring displays. The pictures we chose are Single Early Tulips planted in memory of 
loved ones, another picture shows Apple Blossom in a small Orchard where later in 
the season you can pick your own fruit. Yellow Cowslips at Brindley Ford Community 
Garden. We also chose Hawthorne Blossom, commonly called The May Blossom, 
now fully out in the hedgerows. There is also a photograph of Bluebells at Greenway 
Bank County Park in the Serpentine Woods which have been simply spectacular. 
The other picture shows us at work around the Town Hall clearing the Winter 
displays. Biddulph in Bloom would like to thank the community for their kind gifts and 
their words of encouragement, particularly appreciated as we cannot hold any 
fundraising activities. A special thanks to Biddulph in Bloom Trustees and Volunteers. 
One day things may resume as we begin to return to normal times. If anyone wishes 
to become a Volunteer, you can be sure of a warm welcome. If anyone would like our 
spent Polyanthus and Bellis plants which given a rest and some water will re-flower 
from August onwards, please contact Hilda Sheldon on 01782 514993.  
  



 

  



Our sponsors at Amberol ask ‘Can we help you meet the challenges of 
summer 2020?’ 
With businesses, public places and the leisure industry slowly opening up, eager In-
Bloomers are getting out and about again. What a positive difference it makes to our 
high streets, parks and open spaces.   However, many of you are facing the double 
challenge of keeping plants and flowers blooming alongside the demands of social 
distancing.  Who knows what the unpredictable British weather will throw at us this 
year after one of the driest spring times on record? 
At Amberol we believe very firmly in the importance of the work of  Bloom groups: 
green spaces, flowers and gardening are all proven to have significant mental and 
physical health benefits, both for those involved in the planting and those who 
observe the amazing results of your hard work. The value of gardening has been 
recognised by the NHS and is part of their social prescribing programme, designed 
to raise awareness around the benefits of integrating within communities. 
Amberol enjoys supporting the Britain in Bloom regions. This summer in particular, 
there are ways that we can help.   

1.Our self-watering planters offer a way ofmaking it easier to observe social 
distancing by reducing the need for watering trips to once or twice a week, even 
in hot, dry spells. 
2.Our floor standing planters can be used  to create walkways and funnelling in 
areas with high footfall as an alternative to traditional fencing, bollards and 
railings.  
3.Whether you use our products or not, you may find some inspiration in our 
newly published ‘Inspired Plant Ups’ guide. Free to download on our website, the 
booklet contains examples of different displays planted up by In Bloom groups 
across Britain as well as displays from Belgium. why not take a look and see if it 
gets your creativity flowing? 
4.And finally, Britain in Bloom is all about community; getting to know new people, 
supporting each other and sharing ideas. That’s why we have set up our Buzz in 
Bloom Facebook group. It’s a members-only site where people can exchange 
advice, tips and news, keeping in touch with like-minded people who share a 
passion for enhancing their environment and their community.  

And of course, we are always happy to offer advice and support where we can, so if 
you have any questions about how we can help during these difficult times, please 
get in touch by emailing sales@amberol.co.uk, calling 01773 830 930 or visiting us 
at www.amberol.co.uk.	

https://www.england.nhs.uk/personalisedcare/social-prescribing/
https://amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmberolBritaininBloomBuzz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmberolBritaininBloomBuzz/
mailto:sales@amberol.co.uk
http://www.amberol.co.uk


Despite Lockdown and the cancellation of Britain in Bloom and Heart of 
England in Bloom, Winshill continues to Bloom 

As well as entering the Heart of England in Bloom Urban Community category, last 
year Winshill supported three entries into It’s your Neighbourhood, one entry into the 
Schools category and one in to Parks and 
Open Spaces.  In  each of these categories 
it achieved the top award. In the National 
finals  Winshill achieved a   Silver Gilt and 
Dennis and Margaret Fletcher  received 
Community Champion   awards.  Then, 
supporting Burton on Trent in its entry,  the  
judges visited Winshill’s Peace Wood and 
gave it a Special Environmental Award.  
We held our own presentation evening 
where we made awards for Best Floral 
Feature by an individual, by a commercial 
organisation and by a non-commercial 
organisation, as well as the awards for 
Adopt-a-Tub. 

Following these award evenings Winshill Bloomers met to analyse the judges’ 
comments and plan for the coming year.   Autumn planting of all our tubs  took place 
and we had the usual Christmas celebrations.  In January we decided our colour 
scheme and selected and ordered our plug plants. We were all set for In Bloom 

2020,  then came the pandemic. 
  
Thankfully our plug plants were delivered and we 
managed to pot them on (keeping safe distances) 
just before full lockdown. We were lucky to have 
Burton’s Greenhouse Centre staff to care for them 
thereafter.  Particular thanks go to Paul Steed and 
Sam Winsper who  looked after the plants for us 
and planted up all 30 of our hanging baskets.  The  
baskets and up-the-pole planters were put in place 
by idVerde in early June when our volunteers 
managed to plant up all the tubs and flower towers 
as well as agreeing to look after them. The tubs and 
baskets have been kept watered by idVerde and 
the shrub beds maintained by A&M Gardening. 



We may not be holding our competitions this year 
but we have managed to keep Winshill looking 
good.   You can be sure that we will be entering 
Heart of England in Bloom with renewed vigour next 
year and with an enhanced sense of community that 
has blossomed despite (or because of) the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Kim Smith  
Winshill Neighbourhoud Resource centre  
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