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Greetings 
Leaves, leaves, leaves!   I am referring to the noun, not the verb.  All the gardening 
for me at the moment seems to be about clearing leaves.  One minute they are light 
and dry and I go out to do more clearing and then the rain comes and they are soggy 
and heavy.  In Birmingham we have one more collection of our green waste until 
next March so I am hoping there are enough dry days for leaf clearing before the end 
of November.  
So now it’s nearly the end of the year.  However you spend it, I hope you have a safe 
and happy Christmas and New Year.  There will not be a Newsletter in January and 
we will start again in February - provided you send me some news to share.  Tell us 
how you are planning your projects for 2021.  I look forward to hearing from you and 
hopefully, seeing some of you in your gardens next year. 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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What have you done this year to make you feel proud? 

Earlier this year, the following message was sent out to groups:   
The committee would like to invite you to take part in a new initiative for this 
year. ‘What Have You Done This Year To Make You Feel Proud?’  

Groups were asked  to send in two photos accompanied by  a maximum of 50 words 
on anything that the group had been doing during this year.  We knew, from reports 
in the Newsletter, that some great work was going on, despite the pandemic and we 
felt that this should be  celebrated.. We also wanted to share photos and articles on 
our social media pages. 

As a result, we can now announce the Awards. 

Certificates were awarded to: 
Blooming Cam 
Burton in Bloom   
Cambrian Railways Community Orchard (CROP)  
Colwich Parish In Bloomers 
Cric Gardens 
Dosthill W.I. 
Dosthill and Two Gates Residents’ Association  
Dursley in Bloom   
Friends of Hatherley Park 
Friends of Dunchurch Society  
Friends of Willenhall Memorial Park 
Greenaleigh Community Garden  Upton in Bloom 
Halesowen in Bloom  
Leamington in Bloom 
Leamore Storytelling and Discovery Garden. 
Martineau Gardens  
Mr. and Mrs. Webb Merrick House 
Oswestry in Bloom 
Pebworth in Bloom  
Pickersleigh Community Garden  
Shifnal Millennium Garden  
Studley in Bloom 
Shrewsbury in Bloom  
Stonehouse in Bloom 
Uttoxeter Community Garden 
Zdzislaw Krupski, Khawateen Creative Minds 
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The following Special awards were made: 
Dosthill and  Two Gates Residents’  Association and  W.I. 
Cambrian Railway Community Orchard (CROP) 
Colwich Parish In Bloomers 
Leamington in Bloom 
Shrewsbury in Bloom 
Studley in Bloom 

Well done everyone! 

2020 and Restoring Faith in the Letter ‘C’ 

For many, as we stand at the gate of the year, December marks a time of 
reflection. A new year is dawning. It is time to say goodbye to the old; reflect on 
that which has passed and look forward in anticipation to that which lies before 
us. As we pass through the gate of the year, no one can know what the New 
Year ahead will bring.  

This time last year, as we gathered to celebrate Christmas and New Year with 
families, friends and loved ones, few had ever heard of a city called Wuhan. 
Nor could we have ever, in our wildest dreams, have imagined that the start of 
2020 would usher in a virus so contagious, that it would bring about a global 
pandemic in a matter of months, a virus so deadly to some, that it would have 

a devastating impact on us all 
and impinge so significantly on 
the way in which we lead our 
everyday lives.  

Of course, this virus has a 
n a m e : C o r o n a v i r u s , o r 
Covid-19, if you prefer. Either 
way it starts with the letter ‘C’. 
Rather curiously, I find that this 
f a c t , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
associated negative impact of 
the Coronavirus on our society 

during the past year, has resulted in me developing a totally irrational dislike for 
the humble letter ‘C’.  
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The Coronavirus introduced numerous new 
words and slogans into our vocabulary: National 
Restrictions, ‘Stay at Home. Protect the NHS. 
Save Lives’, shielding, social distancing, 
f u r l ough , bubb le , Cov id Governmen t 
Guidelines, self-isolate, quarantine, mandatory 
face coverings, to name just a few.  The 
necessity to save lives translated these into 
m e a s u r e s t h a t w e r e u n a c c u s t o m e d , 
uncomfortable and in many cases resulted in 
genuine hardship both economic and 
psychological. Life as we once knew it was 
rescheduled, not permitted or cancelled.  A ‘new 
normal’ was born.  The fear of catching and 
spreading Coronavirus resulted in younger 
generations being given a tiny taste of what 
rationing and going without during the war must 
have felt like when not one loo roll could be 
found on the supermarket shelves. Nor, come to 
think of it, eggs, flour, hand soap, disinfectant, hand gel and other basic 
essentials, all thanks to the bulk buying antics of more than a handful of rather 
selfish individuals.   What is wrong with these people I, and others,  asked 
ourselves? Oh, and did I mention the socially distanced queues of sometimes 
over an hour (come rain or shine) to actually get into the shop in the first 
place? Any shop. And, dammit, who bought all of the fence paint at B&Q and 
Wickes? An often crazy and strange world we found ourselves in. 

All of these inconveniences are totally inconsequential and trivial given the fact 
that over 50,000 people in Britain have lost their lives so far due to 
Coronavirus, and the figure stands shockingly at over 1 million worldwide, a 
sobering thought. Every day the figures continue to rise and we should never 
forget that these numbers represent the most terrible and tragic loss on an 
individual basis. I offer my heartfelt condolences to everyone suffering from the 
grief of losing their loved ones because of this wretched virus. 
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There is no denying that 2020 has 
been miserable to say the least, 
and that we probably all stand 
united in wanting to see the back of 
it as it draws to a close. And yet 
throughout all of the miserableness 
that has been 2020, light has been 
able to penetrate the darkness too. 
And that shining beacon of light has 
come, as it often does, in the form 
of the Community.   

Community. One simple word beginning with ‘C’  and other positive words, 
also beginning with ‘C’,  have the capacity to be the saving grace for my 
current aversion to this letter.   

2020 saw communities come together in 
the act of selfless giving of their time and 
frequently money,  in a collaborative 
effort, either directly or indirectly, to help 
others during this pandemic. It’s called 
caring and it is what communities do. We 
saw it by the bucket load throughout the 
year. These generous acts of compassion 
toward our fellow human beings served as 
a timely and most welcome reminder that 
not everyone in Britain was obsessed with 
hoarding toilet paper and buying gallons of 
fence paint. By holding out the hand of 

humanity and companionship to so many throughout this year, communities 
have made others smile.  
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They have brought good cheer. They have made all the difference to other people’s 
lives. God Bless our communities, for in these adverse times they were, and 
continue to be, our constant, providing the calm and familiar reassurance  that by 
working together we can all get through the hard and difficult times. Communities 
provide a sense of continuity if you like, in a world that has turned upside down. A 
comforting thought.  

We have so many reasons this year to be 
especially thankful to our communities. 
Whether we have been on the receiving 
or, the giving end of the help that being 
part of a collective entails, we need to 
embrace them for we would be lost 
without them. Communities are what 
make us humans thrive. I for one, am 
eternally grateful to each and every 
community in the country for not only 
restoring my faith in the letter ‘C’, but for 
giving us al l something far more 
important, and that is the gift of HOPE.  
As we all stand at the gate of the year in 
2020,  hope shines eternal. 

Nicola Clarke, Heart of England in Bloom judge 

Green Flag judging during 2020 
I had been involved with submitting Green Flag plans for over 13 years whilst 
working for Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council and prior to retirement, nearly 
five years ago, the Borough had 12 Green Flag award sites.  I decided to become a 
judge following the death of my wife six months after retirement and I have been an 
active judge now for nearly four years. Coupled with the Heart of England judging 
this has helped me to fill a void and encouraged me to visit some amazing  locations 
and meet some inspiring people.  As with Heart of England in Bloom judges and 
assessors,  all Green Flag judges are volunteers. 
At the outbreak of Covid-19 in mid-March, plans had already been sent out by the 
Keep Britain Tidy group that administers the Green Flag, Green Flag Community, 
Green Heritage and Blue Flag Beach awards. Alternative measures were put in 
place.  Instead of visiting sites, meeting staff and friends groups, judges would carry 
out a ‘desk top study’ only. This required individual judges to down load the 
management plans, the feedback report and previous ‘mystery shopper’ report.   
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They had to ensure the management plan had been updated and  referenced the 
problems or improvements suggested by previous judges. It had to  follow a logical, 
informative plan to ensure the park, cemetery or open space could be managed and 
maintained to a Green Flag standard for the period of time covered by the 
management plan. 

The eight judging criteria are : 
 A welcome place 
 Healthy safe and secure  
 Well maintained and clean  
 Environmental management  
 Biodiversity landscape and heritage  
 Community involvement  
 Marketing and communication 
 Management  

The management plan is marked according to the criteria set by the Green Flag 
management committee and submitted via the computerised system. In normal 
years there would have been a field inspection by two judges meeting staff and 
friends groups and this section is also 
marked. 

I completed seven desk top surveys 
during April and May, submitting marks 
and a written report for each site and was 
expecting to carry out seven mystery 
shoppers and some full visits later, but this 
was changed as the pandemic was still in 
full flow.  

  Hanley Park, Stoke on Trent 

Keep Britain Tidy group decided to reduce the number of sites being visited and only 
fully judged first time entries and those sites that had failed or lost their Green Flag 
status the previous year. 
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During the period of August to October I 
was asked to fully judge five sites, 
ranging from traditional Victorian parks 
to Country parks to Canal and River 
Trust sites.  Among the most interesting 
that I saw during that period were the 
Weaver Navigation River and Canal 
Trust site and Hanley Park.  Both are 
worthy of a visit. 

Anderson boat lift, Weaver Navigation 

The final element of this year’s judging was to complete five ‘Mystery Shoppers’.  
These relate to the desktop exercises carried out in April and May. The Mystery 
Shopper visit is a low-key, unannounced visit to check horticultural standards, Green 
Flag criteria and to advise if standards are being maintained. Again due to a further 
lockdown these have been put on hold until next year. 

Stephen Middlehurst.  

More gardening in Cheltenham 
St Christopher's Gardening Club have been looking after this area of shrubbery, at 
the end of our local shops’ terrace, since August 2009. It was originally planted in  
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2004-05 with a variety of shrubs and managed for the Parish Council but it became 
rather overgrown and the Council asked if we would manage it on their behalf.   For 
this we receive an annual grant towards the purchase of new plants and soil 
requirements. There was much clearance to be done initially and the following 
Spring a mass of snowdrops appeared and have come ever since. We have added a 
variety of shrubs, some cowslips and creeping ground cover. Most shrubs are 
successful some not, due to the soil conditions, we still find builders’ rubble from 
when the shops were built. Last autumn we needed to replant the lavender edging all 
round the area. This is now thriving well and we are currently tidying up and cutting 
back some of the excessive growth that seems to have happened everywhere this 
year. 
Dorothy Baker. 

I have always loved gardening, from my little patch beside the air aid shelter in my 
family garden, through tending to the garden while living in a rented part of a house 
in London and then my own home’s garden,  also in London.  I moved to 
Cheltenham seven years ago and bless the day I passed by the shrubbery and met 
Dorothy Baker at work there. My enquiry was accepted that I could help whenever I 
had spare t ime, I also joined St 
Christopher’s Gardening Club and met 
the others involved in the care of the 
shrubbery. I am Chief Weeder!  As the 
years pass, I now also prune when 
necessary. 
I have learned such a lot from these 
friends. The lockdown stopped our 
meetings but I found such cheerfulness in 
isolation working in the shrubbery through 
this difficult time. It gave me fresh air, 
exercise and pleasure during the Spring, 
Summer and now Autumn.  Not only my 
physical well-being but my mental strength 
was sustained, surrounded by so many beautiful plants. People passing or standing 
at the bus stop opposite, little children on their way to school again, all gain the 
benefit of this lovely area and I hear so many comments in appreciation.  Long may it 
continue!      
Janet Young 
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