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Greetings 
It is so good to know that during all these strange times with advice or guidance or 
even rules on what we can and can not do, the Heart of England in Bloom people 
carry on gardening.  We have found ways to get outside and see people, at a 
distance and still beautify our surroundings.  You also have time to write about it for 
the Newsletter.  Well done everyone.  Keep on gardening and keep sending in your 
news and stories. 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Mark Wiltshire has sent this story about Cheltenham in Bloom with some 
fabulous historical photos.  Note the fashions in planting and in clothing. 
My introduction to The Britain in Bloom campaign came in 1984 when I first worked 
for Cheltenham Borough Council Parks Department. It was a very different scheme  
then run by The Tidy Britain Group until 2001. 

If you think that your Bloom entry takes a lot of organising each year, spare a thought 
for the entries when it all began. Not only did you have your regional judging but if 
you won that category, you then had another judging the following month in the 
National Final of England in Bloom. If you were fortunate enough to win that you 
were then put forward into the UK 
finals two weeks later, so that year you 
possibly had three judging days to 
organise. 

I recently received this article from Bob 
Shackell from Cheltenham, who was 
the Deputy Director of the Parks & 
Recreation Department and also the 
Secretary of Cheltenham in Bloom 
back in the early 1980’s.  

Here is their story. 

“It has been almost thirty years since 
Cheltenham first won the coveted Britain in Bloom trophy as Britain’s most florally 
attractive town. This was the third time that the town had won this prestigious 
competition during a ten year period and consequently the town was entered into 
“Entente Florale” (Europe in Bloom) the following year. 

During these unprecedented times it is worth reflecting on this remarkable 
achievement, which has not been repeated since. 

It all began in Spring 1982 when Cheltenham Borough Council agreed to support 
Cheltenham’s entry into the Britain in Bloom campaign, providing that this would not 
involve any extra costs to the Council. The marking sheet consisted of three 
sections:  local authority, private and commercial. For each one a maximum of thirty 
points were available. As 66% of the possible marks involved the private and 
commercial sectors, something had to be done to co-ordinate this.  
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The Cheltenham in Bloom Committee was set up in May of that year with the main 
aim of promoting the private and commercial sectors of the community to display 
flowers by organising numerous competitions all sponsored by local business. 
Further assistance and sponsorship was received from Cheltenham Horticultural 
Society, Cheltenham Civic Society, Cheltenham Tidy Group and the local Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The original members of the committee,  affectionally known as the Gang of Four, 
included Garth Barnes, Ken Almond, Bob Shackell and John Fisher. 

Within a very short period of time all sectors of the 
community were getting involved and were ably 
supported by the local newspaper and radio. In fact, 
the media played a major part in drumming up 
support. It was something new, non-political and 
involved improving the environment in which we 
live. 

Having won the regional award at the first attempt 
and again in successive years, it was not until 1985 
that Cheltenham won the Britain in Bloom national 
award for the first time. The town’s MP Cllr Charles 
Irving was so delighted with the result that the 
committee and selected Parks employees were 
invited to the House of Commons as his personal 
guests.  Unfortunately, as a direct result of winning the competition, the town was 
unable to enter again until 1988, when Cheltenham won for the second time. This 
two year period of ineligibility gave other towns and cities a chance to win this 
fabulous award. In 1991 Cheltenham won for the third time and were runners up in 
Entente Florale the following year.  They were awarded the “Grand Prix 
d’Excellence” for its floral displays in the Large Town category. 

There were so many people involved it is absolutely impossible to name everyone 
here but suffice it to say that many people put much time and effort to make 
Cheltenham the most florally attractive town in Britain, an accolade that was fully 
justified at the time”. 
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Not only was the judging process different in the early days but also the criteria. It 
was pretty much all about flowers, in fact if there was any bare soil seen it 
immediately had Geraniums planted in it! Cheltenham planted in excess of 300,000 

plants per annum. That figure is now down to 
125,000.  

After Bob left the council in 1992 to run his own 
landscape company I think that a lot of the impetus 
and enthusiasm for Bloom within the Parks 
Department went with him. For several years Bloom 
stood still, until John Crowther joined the Council as 
Assistant Director for the newly named Landscape 
Department. In 2003 Cheltenham again represented 
the region in the national finals and won the Small 
City category. Sadly the last time Cheltenham 
entered the campaign was in 2008. 

Due to the Council cutting back its involvement with 
Bloom, the Cheltenham Committee found it 
increasingly difficult to continue with past successes 
and took the difficult decision to fold in 2018. 

Rosemary Worthington has sent this news from Leominster in Bloom 
I am sure we are all pleased to see that they 
are all full of fibre! 

How lucky are we?   We have brand new high 
viz vests!  Fullfibre, a company working in 
Leominster, have sponsored high viz jackets 
for Leominster in Bloom.  After all these years 
we are now so much safer when working in 
town.   
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These photos show volunteers from S & A Produce 
wearing the new vests while working on a clean-up in 
town.   S & A are old hands, coming to help every year, 
getting through loads of work.  We are very fortunate to 
have several businesses whose staff come to help. 

Although Rugeley could not be assessed this year, it seems clear from what 
they have already done that they will be well prepared as soon as the 
campaign starts again.  Pat Tams has sent us this news 

Motorists and walkers on a main road through Rugeley have gardener Wendy Alpine 
and her husband to thank for a flower display which is winning compliments for its 
creators. They have refurbished and filled an Edwardian roadside cattle trough, from 
the days when horses and cows on the move were much more in evidence than 
cars.  The old trough had been unused for years and had sadly found a new use as 
as an unofficial rubbish bin. Wendy decided earlier this year that as part of the new 
Rugeley in Bloom group's bid to spruce up the town, she would do her bit and work 
on the trough. It wasn't easy as lockdown was biting. 
Wendy said,  
 ’I was a bit worried about drainage 

as there was none, so my neighbour 
supplied some pebbles and I put a 
membrane on top of them. Two 30k 
bags of compost went on top of that. 
After some severe thunderstorms 
the trough did get a bit waterlogged 
but my husband managed to syphon 
out the excess water.  It was difficult 
at the time to get the plants I wanted 
but once I'd managed to find some, 
they all bulked out nicely.  
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I've used Petunias, French Marigolds, Fuchsias, Lobelia, Nepeta and Begonias, a 
White Convolvulus which was on its last legs when the garden centre reopened but 
is now thriving and a little plant like a petunia that had lost its label. Once I'd 
managed to get the plants, it took no time to do really. I water it every day  and feed 
it about once a fortnight. It's been a pleasure to do it.’ 

Wendy's handiwork is bringing many compliments from those who pass by the old 
trough and see how lovely it's looking now, and we at Rugeley in Bloom are 
delighted and grateful that she took on the project and that it's looking so good.  No 
more empty drinks cans and other rubbish, now it's filled with colour. 

Rugeley in Bloom was only formed early in 
January this year to enter the It’s Your 
Neighbourhood category. We established 
a planning committee, created a Facebook 
group that people could join and where we 
posted official news, and started a 'thank 
you' list for the many residents who have 
given us help in different ways from 
hanging baskets to flower bulbs to a cash 
grant from Rugeley Town Council. 
A large unwanted gnome figure found a 
home with us as our mascot.  We'll be 
choosing a name for him at a coffee morning we had to postpone. We also managed 
to do a bit of work collectively in the town centre before Covid restrictions made us 
stop.  

The pictures show one of 
our first group meetings, 
the greenhouse we were 
given and the award for 
the winner of the children's 
contest to design a RIB 
logo. 
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A summer without annual bedding in Solihull 

This year has certainly been challenging in many ways for all of us.  I joined the 
Heart of England in Bloom judging team primarily to see places and meet people 
which is something I love doing.  I have really missed the judging visits this year and, 
although I expected I would also miss seeing annual bedding displays around 
Solihull this summer that is one thing I haven’t missed! 

Back in March when our annual bedding and hanging basket supplier cancelled our 
entire order for Summer 2020 we were faced with a dilemma.  After several phone 
calls were made it was clear that it wasn’t possible to source bedding plants from a 
new supplier.  Were there any other options within our budget that could bring some 
colour to our parks and town/village centres, or would it be acceptable to have empty 
beds until October?   

My team came up with the idea of building on 
the success of our Love Solihull and Wildlife 
Ways wildflower projects and sowing wildflower 
seed in beds and planters in key locations.  
Bearing in mind that the early stages of the 
pandemic put an enormous strain on both staff 
and resources, this was something which could 
be done by one person and that would require 
minimal maintenance throughout the season.  
We were also very lucky to have the wildflower 
seed donated by CDTS who have successfully 
created wildflower areas by hydro-seeding in 
our parks and along Highway verges.  
Identifying that a summer without annual 
bedding displays and hanging baskets would 
save around £100,000, Cabinet Member 
approval was granted and wildflower seed was 
sown as a replacement for summer bedding in town and village centre locations. 
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As we were all in lockdown when the wildflower seed 
was sown no-one noticed the empty beds and 
planters, which came in to flower by the time our High 

Streets re-opened. 

Wildflowers	in	Solihull’s	parks	and	open	spaces	have	been	in	
flower	since	May	

Wildflowers prevent unauthorised vehicles driving 
on the land 

It has been a great year for wildflowers in 
Solihull and we have received a lot of positive 
feedback and enquiries about the seed mixes 
we have used.  To date not one person has 
commented on the lack of summer bedding!  
Autumn 2020 will see the return of annual bedding to our town centres and parks but 
we are all looking forward to more wildflowers around the Borough next year as we 
continue with our Wildlife Ways and Love Solihull projects to help increase 
biodiversity and support pollinators, whilst also making Solihull a more attractive 
place for those who live, work and visit. 

Emma Sibbing,  Parks & Open Spaces Officer, Solihull MBC 
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News from Oswestry   

Allowing for this very odd year we 
have all had to live through, Oswestry 
in Bloom has managed to do a little to 
lift the spirits of our fellow residents 
during the summer. 

At a time when so few people were about, I was 
amazed at the number who called to us to say 
how lovely it was to see the flowers on the 
Church Street wall display and to thank us  for 
what we were doing.  Flowers of course can not 
just be put in containers and left.  The Council 
staff do a wonderful job keeping not only their 
displays watered but ours too.  

Big thanks are due to those who produced the 
lists for the first round of our Beautiful  Garden 
Competition.  As no one could put their own 
garden forward, everyone who was nominated 
will receive a certificate, This year, two other 
people drove round with me to choose the final eleven.  We did best large, 
medium and small in the annual, perennial and shrub garden categories.  We also 
had a best bijou and Miss Thrower’s Award for best hanging baskets. Miss 
Thrower said:  

“I have missed coming and seeing in person all the beautiful and 
imaginative gardens in Oswestry and am delighted that the Oswestry in 
Bloom team have run The Front Garden Competition to keep the 
enthusiasm going and award the pride and hard work of all the home 
owners.” 
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Except for some planters, the only other work we could do was in Central Car Park 
and the poppies in particular had a lot of fans.  Seasons however move on, the shrub 
boxes have had their late summer haircut and all the other shrub areas in the Car 
Park await their turn, when the weather permits, before our last job of autumn, winter 
planting. 

Betty Gull 
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mark@heartofenglandinbloom.org 
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