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Greetings 

May has not been the best of months for gardening this year, too chilly and too wet.  
I have been dashing in and out of brief spells of sunshine, then rescuing seedlings 
from drowning and wondering whether I can yet sow any seeds in the ground.  Even 
in the greenhouse where there is some heat, tomatoes and chillies are growing very 
slowly.  The weather forecasts say that June will be better.  Let’s hope so as it seems 
that lots of groups are now seriously getting back into action and we look forward to 
seeing you over the Summer - live or virtual. 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Heart of England in Bloom rises again! 

We are really pleased that so many groups have entered the campaign this year.  It 
seems that people are raring to go and to show off 
their efforts in gardening, environmental and 
community efforts.   
We have over 125 It’s Your Neighbourhood entries.  
Some are old friends and there are also some new 
entries.  Judges and Assessors will be getting in 
touch over the next few weeks to offer help and 
support and to arrange dates for visiting.  The 
closing date for entries has now passed and we 
are really looking forward to getting out and about 
to meet you all. 
For more guidance look at the information on our 
website: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. h e a r t o f e n g l a n d i n b l o o m . o r g /
neighbourhoods 

Twenty-seven entries have come in for the Bloom campaign, ranging across all the 
categories of small cities, towns, villages and urban communities.  The judges won’t 
be visiting these places but will looking at portfolios online - an interesting and 
exciting innovation! You will soon receive guidance on how to submit the portfolio. 

The marking sheets for all categories of entry can be found by clicking the following 
link: 
https://www.heartofenglandinbloom.org/marking-sheets  
It is really important to familiarise yourself with the marking criteria so that you know 
what we are looking for! 

There are also many other resources to help you on the Heart of England in Bloom 
and the Royal Horticultural Society websites 

Good luck everyone! 
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News from Shifnal 
Shifnal Mil lennium Sensory Garden is a 
community garden in the heart of our town, 
Shifnal,  in Shropshire. We are a group of 
enthusiastic volunteers who strive to keep our 
garden looking beautiful all year round. We are a 
registered charity and rely on fundraising and 
donations for the upkeep of the garden. We will be 
taking part in the Britain In Bloom Community 
Garden again this year and a local engineering 
firm, Bentleys, have volunteered to donate their 
time and skills to refurbishing the benches in the 

garden. It 
i s t h e 
k i n d n e s s 
o f t h e 
community 
a n d t h e 
appreciation 
of the garden that makes our work 
worthwhile. We have started our own 
Facebook page wh i ch has he l ped 
enormously during the pandemic as those 
who were shielding could see the photos 
people had posted of the garden and still feel 
connected to it. The volunteers love meeting 
up and we have become good friends 
through the love of our wonderful garden. 
Ann Hughes 
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Big C - the magic ingredient. 
After five or more years of assessing and judging In-Bloom activities I have at last 
made an amazing discovery. Those who have tried it know how well it works and, if 
they have kept it a secret, now is the time for me to reveal all. 
Just to make life interesting however I’m going to ask you to guess what the magic 
ingredient is. I’ll give you a clue. It begins with the letter C. So is it Compost? 
Cuttings? Container plants?  Cucumbers or Carrots, Cosmos or Coreopsis?    No.  
The magic ingredient puts all of these to shame. The answer is...... 
Cake! 
Cake brings people together. It motivates us. It consoles us when things go wrong 
and it offers a reward when things go right. It also helps us to celebrate our 
achievements. And Cake is a reminder of all those other C words that define In-
Bloom activities: Community, Cooperation, Care, Creativity and Commitment. 
Finally however, and it really goes without saying, Heart Of England In Bloom does 
not countenance any attempts at bribery and corruption. On the other hand it would 
be churlish to refuse Cake when offered.  So can I just add that my favourite is 
lemon drizzle. My wife Lesley strongly  disagrees on this point and makes the case 
for coffee  and walnut. 
David Pritchard  

 
Masefield Community Garden 

The story of Masefield Community Garden begins 
around ten years ago. Originally the site of garages 
for residents of nearby flats, the area was known 
as a dumping ground for rubbish and a place for 
drug-taking. Sometime after the Counci l 
demolished the garages, a group of local residents 
decided to take the site on to turn it into a garden. 
Being mostly concrete and rubble, they cleared the 
driveway and built some raised beds. Bramble and 
self-seeded trees had established themselves 
further down the site and became overgrown. After 
a couple of years the group approached Northfield 
Ecocentre (now Ecobirmingham).  
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One of the roles of Ecobirmingham is to provide help in setting up community 
gardens.  A member of staff came down to the site one day a week to lead the locals 
in clearing the site further, developing an orchard, creating play areas, including plots 
for children to grow fruit and vegetables, building compost heaps, constructing a 

plastic bottle greenhouse, building a clay 
oven and a composting toilet, digging a 
wildlife pond and much more.  

Gradually local volunteers became 
confident enough to organise and manage 
the site with little help, apart from 
applications for funding. Ecobirmingham 
use the site to run ‘Wild Bunch’ sessions, a 
regular outdoor craft and growing session 
for local children. Story telling sessions are 
also held. Events are organised such as 
Apple Day, Carols at Christmas in 
conjunction with a local church and 
initiatives such as The Big Lunch. Our 
longest serving volunteers have come to 
know many more residents in the area and 

often are greeted by teenagers who attended some of the earliest children’s 
activities. One even calls in occasionally with a friend and does some weeding and 
watering. 

During the past year such activities have had to be adapted due to cancellation of 
group activities but boxes 
containing materials and 
instructions for children’s 
a c t i v i t i e s h a v e b e e n 
distributed to local families 
v i a t h e M a s e f i e l d 
C o m m u n i t y H u b , a n d 
s to ry te l l i ng has gone 
online.   Next month, you 
can read one of the stories.  
Watch this space! 

Anne Brookes 
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Leominster in Bloom 
This has been a very busy four weeks 
for Leominster in Bloom, starting with 
our Earth Day clean-up on 22 April and 
ending with our popular Plant and Craft 
Fair on 22 May.  A few days later, we 
were honoured to be asked to mentor a 
budding in-Bloom group from Tenbury 
Wells.  It was good to be of help, as we 
ourselves had sought help from 
Tewkesbury in Bloom some years ago. 

 

One of our major projects this year has been 
to prepare the raised beds in the Priory Car 
Park ready to hand over to Echo and The 
Meeting Centre to grow fruit and vegetables.  
The Deputy Mayor did the honours, including 
providing a variety of plants. 

Our theme this year is Wish You Were 
Here and the residents of the Bupa 
Care Home made a beautiful collage to 
be displayed in the Buttercross. 

We also ran a Spring Plant and Craft Fair,  a happy and successful day for all who 
took part, from local nurseries and craftsmen, to the Scouts toasting marshmallows.  
Finally, Leominster in Bloom presented our coveted Certificate of Commendation for 
this year to the ladies of Inner Wheel.  Well deserved! 

Rosemary Worthington 
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