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Greetings 

It is often possible to spread out in gardens and I have the impression that many of 
you have been keeping up standards by going to your community gardens and other 
projects to maintain the tidiness and keep the weeds down.  May was hot and 
watering was a real challenge.  I heard that people were taking bottles and other 
containers of water to the gardens to keep the poor plants alive.  June was cooler 
and there was plenty of rain, followed by more hot weather but gardening is always a 
challenge.   
We have a bumper issue this month which must mean there is lots going on.  Please 
keep sending in your stories.  

Stay well! 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Roger Bache, our Deputy Chair has sent pictures demonstrating the progress in 
his garden since May.  What a change! 

No hanging baskets this year but we are using the 
Britain in Bloom trick with some home made bunting 
to brighten up the garden 

The raised beds are going well.  Strawberries are nearly finished but the tomatoes 
are well on the way 

  

 

The picture shows containers made from old supermarket 
baskets growing garlic, red onion,  carrot and beetroot. 

We are all impressed! 
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The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 
We are very proud of two Heart of England in Bloom groups that have been given   
this award in 2020.  Soho Road Business Improvement District (BID) and Martineau 
Gardens are both based in Birmingham.  Soho Road, Handsworth has done well in 
the BID category and Martineau Gardens, in the It’s Your Neighbourhood category.    
They are among 230 charities, social enterprises and voluntary groups to receive the 
prestigious award this year. The number of nominations remains high year on year, 
showing that the voluntary sector is thriving and full of innovative ideas to make life 
better for those around them. The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service aims to 
recognise outstanding work by volunteer groups to benefit their local communities. 

Soho Road BID is a volunteer led organisation 
that manages the busy Soho Road Town Centre 
in Handsworth. The organisation has over 700 
members and a team of around 100 volunteers 
that get involved in many different elements of 
the tremendous work they do.  The BID 
Chairman, Bob Balu said: 
‘We are delighted to receive such a prestigious 
award. This recognition means the world to (us) 
and pays tribute to all of our volunteers as it 
shows that the work we do is appreciated within 
our community and nationally. We are also 
honoured to be the only Business Improvement 
District to receive the award in 2020 and 
possibly in the history of the awards’. 

This picture shows ‘Uncle’,  responsible for the 
planting at the Gudwara on Soho Road. 
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Martineau Gardens were established in 1997 as a volunteer-led organisation and  
became a registered charity in 2001 with a volunteer board of trustees. The 
organisat ion now supports 
volunteers on the therapeutic 
horticulture programme to look 
after the 2.5 acre,  free-to-enter 
community garden.  A team of 
volunteers welcome over 10,000 
visitors each year and a further 
team helps out with open days 
and events.  
Martineau Gardens has  
been described by visitors as ‘an 
oasis of calm in the bustling city’ 
and as ‘Birmingham’s hidden 
gem’ – a l l t hanks t o t he 
dedication of the wonderful 
volunteers.  

  
Congratulations to these two groups.  Enjoy the garden party! 

New Judge 
Earlier in the year we gave you information on the new judges who had attended 

our training day last November.  One person, Cheryl Dorrofield was 
missed off the list.  Here is what Cheryl says about herself : 

My love for plants and gardens was aroused many years ago when I was nine years 
old. 
My parents had a business with accommodation attached and a small part of it was 
a little old fashioned conservatory.  A very dear lady who worked for my mother (her 
name was Iris - very apt) suggested my mum could grow some plants in the 
conservatory. Mum was not interested but I was. Consequently cuttings of 
Geraniums, Fuchsias etc grew in abundance.  In my later years at high school, ‘A’ 
level Botany was one of my Sciences. I am pleased to say I passed.  After leaving 
college I trained as a radiographer and worked in Radiotherapy. 
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I don’t think there is one house I have lived in where I have not spent many hours 
developing the gardens, many times working late at night with a torch. 

	



In my 30’s  -  a long time ago -  I managed a garden nursery and did soft planting 
designs for customers. 
My husband and I now live in a retirement apartment and at the request of the House 
Manager, I,  with the help of others have redeveloped many parts of the garden.  In 
parts it still is a work in progress.  As a community we entered the IYN for the first 
time two years ago and were thrilled 
to be awarded 4 - Thriving.  In 2019 
we entered again and were over the 
moon to achieve 5 - Outstanding.  
The sheer joy and pleasure from our 
community in helping with the 
project in any way they could has 
created a happier p lace for 
residents to live.   I believe 
gardening in any shape or form is 
so important for the well-being of all 
ages.  Spirits are raised, knowledge 
is increased and people talk to each 
other.  I very much look forward to 
helping as a judge for HEIB and 
meeting many new like-minded 
people.  

		

Summer Bedding Planting Volunteering Day in Oswestry 
On Wednesday 27 May residents of Oswestry came to the town’s ever-popular Cae 
Glas Park to lend a hand with planting 
out the annual display of summer 
flowers. 
  
W o r k i n g a l o n g s i d e c o n t r a c t o r s 
Greenfingers, twelve volunteers planted 
up floral displays by the Memorial Gates 
o n a b e a u t i f u l s u n n y d a y w i t h 
temperatures rising to 22 degrees. Due 
to social distancing requirements the 
number of helpers had to be limited but 
this didn’t damage the camaraderie or 
sense of purpose shared by the group. 
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Oswestry Town Council’s Operations Manager, Simon Cranmer said: 
  
“We are really grateful to all the residents who came out to Cae Glas today to help 
with this important annual task. In these testing times a beautiful display of flowers in 
a much-loved park is a reminder that there is continuity and a light at the end of the 
tunnel. I spoke with some volunteers who 
lived near the park who had small gardens 
themselves so were really pleased to work 
in a bigger space and looking forward to 
returning to see the fruits of their labour 
flourish over the coming months; another 
volunteer told me that having spent a lot of 
time in their own garden during lockdown 
and got it looking perfect it was a pleasure 
to work in another place under safe 
conditions.” 
  
Louise Humphreys 
  

Dunchurch gets organised to help village wildlife 
Dunchurch  community is doing its bit to help wildlife and environment conservation 
by bringing together a group of specialists with knowledge of ecology, biology and 
local wildlife.  Friends of Dunchurch Society (FODS) have been able to call upon 
expertise in Rugby Borough Council Parks and Green Spaces departments, 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust and  Council Forestry Services and Rugby Natural 
History Group.  
 Spaces around the village have been identified for projects that include:- 
• Helping the village junior school create a wildlife friendly garden accessible to all 

children.  
• Surveying St Peters churchyard to determine how we can help make this into a 

managed wild area. 
• Surveying the village to identify locations suitable for new tree planting.  
• Providing a range of wildlife eco homes including insect hotels, bird nesting 

boxes, bat boxes, owl boxes and hedgehog houses.  Still in the planning stage 
are Swallow, Swift and Housemartin nesting cup shapes.  There will also be  
bird, bee and insect friendly plants and shrubs on the greens and in new 
recycled containers. 
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FODS member, Phill Freeman makes wildlife friendly eco homes from recycled 
materials.  
He made the first ‘insect hotel’ in a village public area and  donated it to the village. It 
was made from placards kindly left behind after the Extinction Rebellion March in 
2019!!   
Phill has now produced a wonderful range of wildlife 
eco homes from recycled wood either found or 
donated.  He is happy to make these to order and 
deliver them to people in the Village.  They are 
designed to help local wildlife flourish as well as be an 
attractive feature for our gardens and public spaces.   
Private gardens represent half of wildlife habitat in the 
UK.  Bees, hedgehogs, sparrows and many other 
garden species are all in decline, so careful 
consideration from us when buying and planting our 
flowers and shrubs can help them.  There are around 
800 private gardens in our village, if every owner 
planted just one extra plant suitable for butterflies and 
bees and provided a wildlife eco home,  the 
environment would be improved for all to enjoy 

Masefield Community Garden, Birmingham 
Masefield community garden has ticked over at a low level during lockdown. A little 
seed sowing and planting, 
watering and checking the 
plants in the greenhouses and 
polytunnel. We left the wildlife 
camera running while away and 
were delighted to discover our 
foxes have had two cubs 
(Photo 1). We've recorded 
bullfinches and song thrushes 
e n j o y i n g o u r g a r d e n , 
undisturbed by humans, as well 
as our usual robins, blackbirds, 
tits and pigeons.  
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Our broad beans reached the roof of 
the polytunnel four weeks ago. They 
clearly have enjoyed the heat. Our 
autumn-planted onion sets are 
bending over and clumps of shallots 
emerging from the soil. Watering 
remains a challenge, all our water 
butts were empty two weeks ago so 
on the brief visits to check the site 
Sal ly has been bringing along 
umpteen plastic containers full of 
water. Now volunteers are venturing 
back in twos  and threes, to preserve 
social distancing and we all bring 
water with us. First task after watering is weeding, lots needed. The garden looks 
great even with weeds and of course the wildlife are attracted by many of them 
(Photo 2). Dave was one of the first volunteers to return and he has built us a new 
double compost bin. We've grown some plants at home too and at last can plant 
them out. These include night scented stock to attract moths, and the bats that feed 
on them, dahlias for vibrant colour, geraniums too and sweet peas for glorious 
summer scent. 

Anne Brookes 

Dursley in Bloom 
Next to the Market Hall there is a large stone planter which had three Phormiums, 
four Hydrangeas and summer bedding planted over the last few years. However, two 
of the Phormiums were getting too big for the area and we decided they needed to 
be removed. The local Council groundsmen came to our rescue and removed them. 
It was a bit like watching the children's story the Big Turnip, but eventually they came 
out !   This left the area much easier to fill with summer bedding plants, as well as 
giving the Hydrangeas some room to really grow and flower. The planter now has a 
mix of red Geraniums and Semperflorens in mixed colours which provides a colourful 
array in the town. 
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In these difficult times we have persevered as 
a small group, donned our hi-viz vests and 
face masks and tidied up and planted 
throughout the town ensuring social 
distancing at all times.   We won't be able to 
put on the full show for the RHS judges this 
year, but felt that a little colourful floral display 
goes a long way to brighten residents up in 
these strange times. 

Penny Hyde 
Chair of Dursley in Bloom 

 

Leominster in Bloom 
You can’t keep a good town down!  Here 
in Leominster, we were very disappointed 
with the inevitable news of cancellation 
by the RHS.  Nothing daunted, the 
members of Leominster in Bloom 
decided to carry out as many of this 
year’s plans and projects as possible, 
mindful of government guidelines.  
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So there was much cheerful shouting as we 
kept social distancing, having decided to 
inform any passing worriers that this was 
part of our permitted exercise time. 

A new garden in Cheltenham 
I am a Director at Cheltenham Borough Council and a lifelong gardener. I was 
involved in a  Council project to review the approach to planting that concluded with 
a decision to move towards more sustainable herbaceous perennials in a number of 
parks and gardens  around the town. One location was an area surrounding the 
Whish fountain in Sandford park which was licenced to the Leukaemia and Intensive 
Chemotherapy fund (LINC) charity at Cheltenham General Hospital.  A number of 
years ago, my wife had spent many hours in the LINC clinic.  The staff are incredible 
and were instrumental in helping her to recover. 
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Having recently completed a garden design course, I volunteered to redesign the 
garden in the park as a way of giving something back for all the support that LINC 



gave to my wife, my family and I.  The result was the ‘LINC Sanctuary garden’.  This 
involved creating a new seating area surrounding Whish fountain with over 2,500 
perennials in three new planting borders. Claire Charlton, the LINC fundraiser did a 
wonderful job and raised over £25,000 to fund the landscaping, plants and new 
benches and with the help of many volunteers, friends and family we planted the 
garden during a beautiful sunny week at the end of March 2019. 
Once a month a working party of volunteers help to maintain it.  The garden has 
been well received. So many 
people approach us and say 
how amazing it looks and how 
much pleasure it has brought 
them. Next to the hospital, it is 
frequented by staff, patients 
and families and provides 
sanctuary for those going 
through challenging times. We 
have held yoga and Tai Chi 
sessions in the garden and 
are planning more community 
events. 
The garden and the work with 
the charity was nominated for 
an award -  a fantastic 
achievement.  Creating the 
garden was hard work but has given me and all of those involved in it such a 
tremendous sense of pride and joy to see so many people using and enjoying it. 

Mark Sheldon – Director of Projects at Cheltenham Borough Council 

Note: Mark Wiltshire was particularly interested in this project as he used to work in 
this Park and later it was one of the parks he managed in Cheltenham 
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Ludlow’s Big Lockdown Competition 
Normally, Ludlow in Bloom runs a garden competition 
for residents and businesses in a number of 
categories ranging from large gardens to business 
fronts. Inevitably,  it is not possible this year but forced 
to stay home, many people have paid a lot of attention 
to their gardens. So the Special Lockdown Garden 
Competition will be done through photographs.  This 
will be in four categories: 
1. Best back garden  
2. Best hanging basket  
3. Best large vegetable* 
4. (For children) Largest sunflower* 
People  should take a photo of each entry and submit 
it with the date is was taken with a ruler alongside the 
exhibit in categories marked with an asterix. Entries 
from Ludlow or anywhere within a 7-mile radius. 
There will be 1st, 2nd, 3rd prizes in each category. 
Send all entries to vivienne.parry@shropshire.gov.uk by 5pm Friday 31st July 

Moseley in Bloom Virtual Open Gardens 
Normally Moseley in Bloom runs an Open Gardens weekend at the end of June.  It is 
a major fundraising community affair but this year, it will be online, with voluntary 
donations.  It will be shown on a dedicated YouTube channel on Saturday 27th June 
and for some time afterwards.  We won’t have the usual tea and cakes but there is 
no reason not to eat cake and drink tea  or even drink Prosecco or Pimms while you 
view.  It doesn’t matter if it’s raining.  You can still see it.  For information on how to 
visit Open Gardens this year, see 
h#p://www.moseleyinbloom.org.uk/open-gardens/		
You	can	watch	it	from	the	website,	or	find	it	on	the	MiB	YouTube	channel	
	h#ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2UJuUD_dYwvjpN0Akp_t-w		

Keep well everyone and please keep in touch. 
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