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Heart of England in Bloom 
Newsletter February 2021 

Greetings 

We are already moving into the second month of 2021.  I hope the year is going well 
for you, albeit with some restrictions.  The new year is often a time for planning and 
this year we have plenty of time for that. There is not a lot of gardening going on yet 
but it can be good to think ahead to better weather and times and to imagine the 
projects you can get involved with.  At the Heart of England in Bloom we are making 
plans for the campaign this year and we very much hope to go ahead with In-Bloom 
and It’s Your Neighbourhood, perhaps not as you have known them,  but  in some 
form.  Watch this space and get ready! 
I have snowdrops and hellebores flowering now.  What is coming up in your 
gardens?  What plans do you have for the year ahead? 

Carol  
doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Kevin Yates 
We are very sad to report  that Kevin Yates, one of the Heart of England in Bloom’s 
Assessors, died unexpectedly on 7 January.   Kevin was the Principal Parks and 
Open Spaces Officer  at Cannock Chase Council, where he had worked since 2015,   
playing a key role in many important projects there.  He was an ambassador for both 
Green and Blue Flag parks.  His colleague, Tom Walsh, Cannock Chase Parks and 
Open Spaces Manager, described  Kevin as ‘a big man with an appetite for life’ who  
‘befriended everyone that encountered him’. He said that Kevin’s calming and often 
charming nature was infectious and they had shared many fun moments.  
Another colleague, Lyn Hammant, Historic Parks Manager at Lichfield District 
Council said that Kevin was a very popular, kind and giving person who will be 
greatly missed.  Friends and colleagues would like to raise funds for a memorial 
bench and other remembrance items.  A Just Giving page has been opened for 
Kevin for people who would like to contribute. 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kevinyates?utm_term=2rRvMXNbn 
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Heart of England in Bloom  Annual General Meeting – 18 January 2021 
Chair’s Report 
It’s fair to say that 2020 has proved to be a very unusual first year as Chair for me 
and in the current climate, 2021 looks like it’s shaping up to be quite different from 
our traditional calendar too! 

Firstly, I’d like to extend heartfelt thanks to all of our groups and entrants who have 
steadfastly kept the Bloom flag flying in enormously challenging circumstances 
throughout the pandemic. So many of you have continued to deliver improvements 
to your respective neighbourhoods, villages, towns and cities and to support each 
other and vulnerable friends and neighbours in such difficult times.  It was great to 
see some of this work showcased in our ‘What have you done this year to make you 
feel proud?’ initiative, and to be able to recognise this in a small way through 
awarding certificates. 

I’d also like to mention our new groups and entrants, 
who unfortunately didn’t have the opportunity to meet 
the judging and assessing team in 2020. However, it’s 
good to know that your interest hasn’t waned and that 
you have continued to develop your projects in 
readiness for 2021 – more on that later. Similarly, our 
new judges and assessors didn’t have the opportunity 
to spread their wings last summer, but we hope that 
they will be pressed into service of some kind later this 
year. 

My thanks also to our Vice Chair, Roger Bache, and 
Secretary/Treasurer/Co-ordinator Mark Wiltshire for 
their ongoing support and mentoring to me personally and for their sterling work in 
keeping the Heart of England in Bloom solvent and compliant. A mention too for the 
rest of the committee, for all of the work they have put in over the course of 2020, to 
keep Bloom ticking along and to plan ahead for the coming year, and look at 
potential improvements to our campaign. 

The pandemic has brought enforced change to the way we operate, and in some 
cases this has resulted in unexpected benefits. Moving our committee meetings onto 
a digital platform (special thanks to Jen Wharton for this!) has resulted in a significant 
saving to our budget through reduced travel and venue expenses.  
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I’m aware that this has meant the wider judging and assessing group haven’t had the 
opportunity to be as involved as we would all like, and this is something we are going 
to look into for 2021, now that we have got the hang of Zoom. In the meantime, the 
Whatsapp group that we set up seems to be working well and giving us all the 
opportunity to share news and items of interest. The newsletter too has gone from 
strength to strength and a special thanks to Carol Miller for her work in producing 
such a great read each month. Social media and the website have also provided us 
with the opportunity to keep in touch and up to speed with the latest happenings. 

Our Secretary/Treasurer will cover finance in his report later on the agenda, but we 
are in a very healthy position and thanks must go to our sponsors for their ongoing 
support in such challenging times – Idverde, Amberol and Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Business Improvement District. 

As we all know, the regional and national judging and assessing campaigns couldn’t 
take place in 2020, and this was disappointing for us all and in particular for our five 
national finalists, Pebworth, Friends of Dunchurch Society, Wednesfield, Stonehouse 
and Uttoxeter, who didn’t get the opportunity to be recognised and rewarded for their 
outstanding achievements on the national stage. 

I have been attending the RHS Regions and Nations Federation meetings 
throughout the year (via conference calls) where the subject of the National Finals 
has been regularly discussed. Initially, it had been anticipated that the finalists from 
2020 would ‘roll forward’ into the finals in 2021, but sadly, as you will have heard 
from the RHS announcement, the 2021 finals cannot safely take place in the 
traditional judging format and therefore the RHS have had to devise a new, 
completely digital campaign for this year, entitled the RHS Community Awards 2021. 
Our five finalists have been invited to participate and we have to confirm to the RHS 
by 1 February 2021, after which time further advice and guidance will be issued on 
how to submit the entries. 

This brings me to the Heart of England in Bloom judging and assessing for 2021. At 
the time of writing this report, we are once again in the grip of another wave of Covid 
19, possibly even more serious than the spring surge. The future remains very 
uncertain and difficult to predict. Although we would all dearly love to have our Bloom 
campaign back on track for 2021, I think it is highly likely that this will be another 
difficult year, and that if we can run any judging and assessing, it is probably going to 
be in a very different format from the ‘normal’ visits. The committee is looking at  
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various options, and consulting with the RHS Regions and Nations Federation to see 
what is feasible and achievable – the most important thing is to keep everyone safe, 
and that will be at the forefront of the decision-making process. We will try to keep 
everyone updated via our website, newsletter and social media channels over the 
coming weeks and we hope to be able to consult our groups and entrants on 
potential options in the next few weeks. 

Finally, I’d like to extend my thanks and best wishes to two of our judging colleagues 
who have moved on to pastures new – Paul Ash and Laura Russell. I hope they 
continue to bloom in their respective new locations! 

Let’s hope we can make progress in our fight against the virus over the coming 
weeks and months, and salvage something more positive for the Heart of England in 
Bloom 2021, whatever form that may take. 

Thank you for your ongoing work and support. 

Roger Tait, Chair, Heart of England in Bloom 
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Lockdown life – It’s not all bloomin’ bad 

At the end of the year we thought we’d catch up with two of our favourite ‘bloomers’ 
to see how they’ve been coping with lockdown life.  Firstly we met with Amanda 
Stevenson who runs a sheltered housing scheme in Newcastle-under-Lyme and has 
been involved with our Bloom campaign for many years.  She soon had us roaring 
with laughter and it was evident that not even a global pandemic was going to stop 
the residents of Lisbon Place from enjoying life and simply having a good old laugh.   

Despite the many obvious difficulties COVID-19 has brought, including the closure of 
their communal lounge, it didn’t take long for Amanda to think outside the box and 
arrange a whole host of activities for the 
residents to keep them occupied.  
These included dressing up for VE and 
VJ Day celebrations, a beach party, 
doorstep disco and bingo and of course, 
gardening.  It’s so satisfying to watch 
something grow from nothing and many 
of us have discovered this during a time 
when the great outdoors has been our 
saviour.   

It hasn’t been easy, following the ever-
changing government guidelines but on 
a positive note, this situation that we 
have all found ourselves in has brought 
communities together. Even some 
residents who don’t normally engage in 
activities have happily joined in.  It is 
ironic that having to stay apart has 
brought us closer together.  Of course 
some things have not been possible (a 
welcome visit from the Bloom judges for 
example) but it really does show if you are determined to keep going, you can.  
Sadly the group has been directly affected by COVID with eight cases, so it’s all the 
more remarkable to witness just how positive they have stayed.  Here’s hoping that 
things improve in 2021 and we can get back to something resembling normality, but 
in the meantime, Amanda and friends at Lisbon Place, ‘we salute you!’   
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Another example of the ‘carry on regardless’ attitude is one of our best volunteers 
and young mum, Kerry Burt, who first approached us after enjoying the popular BBC 
Britain in Bloom series.  It wasn’t long before she became an integral part of many of 
our Bloom projects and then went on to use her gardening skills in a nursery setting.  
Unfortunately Kerry’s employment was terminated but she didn’t let this get her 

down.  As well as home-schooling her 
six-year-old daughter Erin, running 
a home, volunteer ing (whi lst 
following government guidelines), 
she managed to set up her own little 
gardening enterprise.  With the help 
of a social media platform, Kerry 
saw the requests for garden tidy-
ups come flooding in.  It just shows 
what a positive attitude can achieve, 
even during the darkest days and 
whilst it truly has been a testing 
time, there are so many positives to 
draw on.  Here's to a brighter and 
better future! 

Bev Sutton and Simon Long 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 

Bee Keeping for Dummies  (With apologies to Howland and Blackiston)   

                                                            
This picture shows my apprentice, 
friend, colleague and ex-Chair of the 
Heart of England in Bloom, the late 
Mike Garwood. If Mike and I could 
make a success of bee keeping you 
can too! 
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There are many weighty tomes on the subject of bees and bee keeping, this 
article though serves, I hope, to engender only interest in the subject and 
perhaps swelling the numbers of keepers. 

Bees and pollinators generally are high on the agenda of environmentalists and 
gardeners alike and properly so. Should the honey bee ( Apes Mellifera) 
disappear it would be devastating for the planet.   That said,  there are over 250 
varieties of native bees in the UK, let alone the tens of thousands of other 
pollinators, moths and butterflies in particular.  Anecdotally, the last two years has 
seen an increase in my garden, at least, of our native bees,  so personally I do 
not think it’s all doom and gloom. 

I found that once I started bee keeping they became a conduit for finding out 
masses about history, nature, horticulture and  the environment generally. Honey, 
after dates, is the sweetest thing in nature, queen bees mate  with six or seven 
drones once in their life and lay thousands of eggs over several years. Don’t ask 
what happens to the drones - they really do come to a sticky end (Google it).  
The average life of a summer-born worker bee is about six weeks.  Basically their 
tiny wings wear out. Honey is made when nectar collected by the bee is mixed 
with enzymes in their mouth parts. Finding an advertising logo successfully 
selling bee sick is a challenge wouldn’t you think? The multi-million-pound New 

Zealand Honey industry was 
started as a result of a Miss 
B u m b y , a M e t h o d i s t 
missionary, taking two bee 
hives on a sailing vessel 
there in 1839. If a bee 
keeper moves a hive a 
metre from its original site 
the returning worker bees 
are unlikely to find it, yet 
move it three kilometres 
away and hey presto they 
are home!  The list really is 
endless. Perhaps we should 
ask for the most interesting 

bee factoid you might know? 
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The British Bee Keeping Association is the overall body for all things Bee 
Keeping, but organisations exist drawn up on county boundaries and it’s one of 
those I recommend as your first port of call. I was extremely lucky when I joined 
Solihull Bee Keepers. A mentor, Celia, was wonderful in providing night school 
theory classes,  visits to the apiary and even providing me with my first swarm of 
bees. 

DEFRA designate bees as live stock but there are no real onerous duties as a 
result.  Like all livestock though, there are some fundamental basic husbandry 
rules but within that framework individual ideas and processes soon develop. 

There will be some expense in acquiring equipment and if you are not as lucky 
as I, the purchase of a viable colony. Commercially they are readily available and 
are known as Nucs, the nucleus of a new swarm. If second hand equipment is 
sourced, ensure a rigorous clean. 

Hives can be sited pretty much anywhere as long as there is suitable foraging for 
the bees. They do travel several kilometres but energy saving is in their genes. 
Suburban gardens, allotments, city centre roofs all make good sites. Remember 
their energy genes, bees will fly pretty much as low as possible. If you have a 
large garden, don’t site the hive in the middle of the lawn. Bees will constantly be 

flying into you. Instead have 
them surrounded by a fence 
or hedge where they have 
to fly at a height and then 
down into the hive.  

Yo u w i l l m a k e s o m e 
mistakes; you may get 
stung  but   bees don’t go 
out of their way to sting  - 
it’s curtains for them if they 
do. You will learn a whole 
new vocabulary, meet some 
very nice people and make 
new friends. 
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The product of the bees’ labours and yours is the 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. In my case, I 
take as much joy in involving the next generation. 
Actually I skipped a generation.  Here is my 
granddaughter, Rachel, child labour at its best! 

My beautiful Townhouse Garden 

My name is Jean Reid. From my 
early years in Jamaica, I have been 
good with both flowering and food 
plants. I tend them with love and look 
forward to see them blossom. For the 
past thirty years at each home I lived 
in, I created a garden. Now in my 
seventies I have established a 
garden behind my terrace house in 
North Walsall. It is a narrow garden, 
but I utilise the space by making 
different levels, recycling containers, 
tree branches, tyres and wall 
hangers. When I am in my garden, I 
sing, feel at peace and forget my 
aloneness.  
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My favourite flowers are called 10 o’clock and 
Joseph’s Coat. I also have a house full of plants. 
They bring me so much 
p leasu re . I don ’ t do 
anything special, I just do 
w h a t I d o w i t h 
compassion.   

 

 

 

It hurts me deeply when my plants are 
del iberately damaged. This was 
blooming until a substance was poured 
into the pot.  Against all odds - I repot, 
reposition, cry and then smile. 

Jean Reid  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Darren Kench is a volunteer in Halesowen and he has sent the following piece.  
In March, when the country went into lockdown, renowned Garden Designer Ann-
Marie Powell (@ann_mariepowell) began her My Real Garden (@myrealgarden) 
journey on Instagram. She went live from her own garden every lunchtime, for 100 
consecutive days, attracting an audience of 13.4K gardeners from across the UK, 
Europe and North America. She has now been shortlisted for a Garden Media Guild 
Award for Social Media Influencer of the year. 
I often caught up with Ann-Marie's daily Live posts in the evening.  At weekends I 
could tune in live and hang out, online, with the rest of the My Real Garden gang 
who joined her for the eagerly anticipated 'Sunday Social' at 12:30pm. On Sunday 
5th July, I defied my ropy WiFi connection to go Live with Ann-Marie and shared my 
small garden, on the outskirts of Birmingham, just as others have done, and we 
continue to 'grow together' as a community.  We are now one big family and support 
network, sharing our passion and 
keeping each other motivated during 
darker days. All thanks to Ann-Marie 
and her philanthropic personality! 
When lockdown restrictions were lifted 
a little, Ann-Marie returned to her 
design studio in Hampshire. The 
Lunchtime Lives ceased, but she 
continued to keep us entertained, 
during 'Sunday School’. Now, this 
warm and generous woman has drawn 
on this experience and is turning it into 
a b o o k , t o r a i s e m o n e y f o r 
Greenfingers - the UK charity that 
fundraises to build beautiful gardens in 
children’s hospices.  

One day I hope to thank Ann-Marie in person, for the positive impact she has made 
and the many hours she, and her friend Tamsin Westhorpe, have dedicated to the 
creation of this unique gardening book, by the community for the community. After 
just one week of going live on the Indiegogo site, we are half way towards meeting 
our publishing target. Only then can we start to raise money for Greenfingers and the 
many children who could benefit from the sale of this book.  Below is a link to the 
fundraiser, where Ann-Marie shares her passion and experience of My Real Garden, 
and her wishes for the launch of the book, in March 2021.  I hope people in Heart of 
England in Bloom can get behind our campaign, help us to promote this positive 
example of community spirit, and put a smile on children's faces. 

h t t p s : / / w w w . i n d i e g o g o . c o m / p r o j e c t s / m y - r e a l - g a r d e n - t h e -
book--2utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=bck-10242020up
date&utm_term=#/
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