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Welcome to the final Newsletter of 2019.  This is a bumper issue as lots of groups 
want to tell us about their successes following the awards events in September.  

As Bloom is an All-Year-Round campaign, please continue to send in items of news 
or information on any of your activities, ready for the new year.  The next issue will 
be in February. 

Wishing everyone a very happy and blooming Christmas and New Year. 

Carol Miller 

doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com 
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Jackie Brennand 
This month we have been notified of the sudden death of Jackie Brennand, former 
Mayoress, Town Councillor and Chairwoman of the Shrewsbury In Bloom 
Committee.  Tributes speak of her as ‘a true ambassador for Shrewsbury, 
representing residents and the town in everything she did’.  She was said to be ‘an 
enthusiastic member of the Bloom Committee and worked well with the local 
schools  to encourage the next generation of gardeners to get involved with all 
aspects of gardening’.  Nicola Clarke, Heart of England in Bloom judge remembers 
Jackie Brennand and notes that she was also committed to the Heart of England in 
Bloom. She described her as  ‘a very lovely lady’.


Pebworth 

Pebworth in Bloom volunteers were still celebrating their Gold Award, Chairman’s 
Award for Outstanding Achievement and being invited to represent the region in next 
year’s UK finals when they were extra busy weighing potatoes! The Big Potato 
Challenge was the latest event involving the whole community. Over 70 seed 
potatoes had been sold to families as well as individuals  - there was much 
competition between husbands and wives and accusations of skullduggery!.  Planted 
on Good Friday and nurtured all summer,  the potatoes were finally weighed mid-
September to much excitement in the village. The winning haul was over 7lbs, the 
lightest 2oz and everyone got to take their potatoes home afterwards.  This was a 
great fundraiser with the emphasis on ‘fun’. 



Leominster in Bloom 
Leominster in Bloom has enjoyed its most successful year to date. Not only did they 
achieve their third consecutive Gold Award, from the Heart of England in Bloom, but 
they were honoured by Her Majesty the Queen for their exceptional community spirit 
and outstanding work in the town. This award is the MBE-equivalent given to groups. 
The limited edition crystal award was presented by the Queen’s Representative in 
Herefordshire, the Dowager Countess of Darnley. Receiving the award on behalf of 
the group was Cynthia Partridge, nominated as one of the hardest working members 

of the team.  Keri Hoffman 
started the proceedings, 
setting the tone with a 
classical rendition of the 
Nat ional Anthem. The 
Deputy Lieutenant, Jo 
Hilditch, read the citation to 
an audience, comprising 
m a n y s p o n s o r s ,  
businesses, community 
g r o u p s , s c h o o l s a n d 
ind iv idua ls who have 
supported Leominster in 
Bloom over the last sixteen 
years.  

It referred to the impressive diversity of individuals who are included in the projects 
each year, the concern 
f o r t h e t o w n ' s 
environment and the  
importance of the up-
keep of the town centre 
to both local people and 
visitors. Mrs Hilditch 
referred to the great 
impact of such high 
quality floral displays and 
the value of the good 
working partnership with 
the Town Council. She 
stressed how important 
the projects were as they 
brought people together 
engendering immense 
civic pride. 



Lady Darnley spoke about the importance of volunteering and how Leominster in 
Bloom had brought about great improvements to the town. Despite certain social 
problems, Leominster had risen above former difficulties and by reaching out to 
various disadvantaged groups, an inclusive team had evolved, that now works 
towards a shared goal every year.   Leominster in Bloom Chairman, Geoffrey Crofts, 
led the proceedings which were kindly hosted by Grange Court,  which has always 
been a close partner to Leominster in Bloom and created the perfect setting for the 
formal award ceremony. 

Friends of Broadwaters had a Volunteer Day on Saturday 21st September.   
Thankfully the sun shone and 15 people attended.   Activities included gardening, 
stream clearing, washing street furniture, removing a small amount of graffiti and 
coffee and biscuits as a reward. 

Michael Abraham, Chairman, pulling weeds and watercress 
out of strea 

Stella Bagnall and Dot Shaw washing down benches and 
signage boards 



 

Stella again with Margaret Shaw 

Keith and Geraldine Sunderland – gardening on Church 
bank 

!  
                                             Coffee time for workers 



Hedgehog alert! 
I have received the following information from supporters of  
hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk   
Look at their website for more information. 

A hedgehog out in the day is usually poorly. The only exception is a mother about to 
give birth. She will be walking with purpose, often with nesting materials in her 
mouth. 
If a hedgehog is out in the day and lying on its side in the sunshine sunbathing with 
flies around it you are looking at an emergency situation and they will need taking to 
a vet or rescue immediately.   
A tiny ‘hoglet’ without its mum will also need taking to a rescue, especially if it is  
‘peeping’ and definitely if its eyes aren't open or it has no fur on its body.   
Any hedgehog that is limping, dragging limbs or has any open wounds even if only 
out at night will also need to be rescued.  



Bonfire night Is fast approaching and many hedgehogs are burnt alive. Please 
prevent this by only making your bonfire on the day you are going to burn it. If you 
really can’t,  check as much as you can and only light one side to at least give them 
a chance to escape .  
  

http://hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk


Awards for Orbit  

The Orbit Housing Group were  excited to win more It’s Your Neighbourhood awards 
this year: 

Malt Mill Lane, Alcester and Tithe Lodge, Southam were judged Outstanding, with 
Malt Mill Lane also winning the Gardening Excellence award. 

Farrington Court, Welllesbourne, Queensway Court, Leamington Spa and Shortwood 
Court, Coventry were judged to be Thriving  

Jubilee Court, Alcester and Riverside Court, Daventry achieved Level 3, Developing 

Melville House, Stratford upon Avon was judged as Improving and Lawrence Mackie 
House, Wellesbourne was Establishing. 

The photo shows R to L - Dan Bird, Head of 
Estate Services, Will Simmons, Regional 
Estates Manager, Dave Tippings, HoE in 
Bloom judge, Judith Whittingham, Estates 
Operative from Orbit pictured at Malt Mill 
Lane, Alcester.  

Judith can be seen holding the gardening 
excellence award.  

Orbit is one of the largest housing groups in the country with a growing property 
portfolio of over 43,000 homes spanning the Midlands, East and South.  Dan Bird, 
Head of Estate Services at Orbit Housing Group, said: ‘These awards are particularly 
exciting for us because they demonstrate that the work we have done to improve the 
quality of the grounds maintenance across our estates and in our communities over 
the last year, has paid off and has been formally recognised.  This just goes to show 
what can be achieved with the right teams, working hard across our estate with our 
customers, Everyone is really proud of their achievements and we hope that our 
customers are too’. 

		



Quarry Bank in Bloom 

Our Volunteers were jubilant after receiving Gold in the Heart of England, 
Urban Community category this September.  The small dedicated  group works 
extremely hard all year round to keep this urban village, in the heart of the 
Black Country looking great with regular litter picking and planting winter and 
summer the many planters and containers along the High Street and the 
brilliant borders around the community centre building, which is used every day 
by many groups from the area.  We work closely with the local churches and 
the primary school, where the judges were impressed with the fruit trees and 
raised beds that the children have planted.   

The judges also liked the quantity and standard of planting by the pensioners 
in the community.  We have the wonderful Saltwells Nature reserve, a National 
Award winning Nature Centre. Local shops and businesses joined us by 
putting on their own colourful containers and dressing up their frontages. Many 
of them sponsor the planters that we plant and maintain and there is an annual 
competition for the best shop or frontage.  We have also planted an area of 
wild flowers, planted hundreds of bulbs, cleared overgrown areas to enhance 
the area and we are thanked daily by members of the public for our 
commitment and work in Quarry Bank. Three annual events are held at the 
community centre, with many volunteers putting on an afternoon tea in great 
style for local residents, which is always a sell-out. The ticket and raffle ticket 
money goes to help buy our plants and any necessary equipment..  We aim to 
carry on the good work and implement the suggestions and comments made 
by the Judges.  We would like to thank the Community of Quarry Bank, Dudley 
Council and the RHS for their continued support. 



The Albrighton Trust, Moat and Gardens activities during Autumn and Winter 
2019 
  
Festive Shopping Fayre 
Sunday 10th November 12pm – 4pm at the Albrighton Trust Moat and Gardens 
Refreshments available   Free Admission 
  
Christmas Wreath Masterclass at the Albrighton Trust 
Monday 2nd December 7pm 
Cost £40 including refreshments  To book your place, please contact Sarah Cox at  
A Bit of a Do shop on 01902 374858 
  
Make a Reindeer at the Albrighton Trust 
Saturday 14TH December  10am & 1pm Sessions 
£10 per person   Payment in advance is required 
To book your place contact us on 01902 372441 or email  
moat@albrightontrust.org.uk 
  
Visit Santa at the Moat 
After last year’s success, Santa has kindly accepted our invitation to come back and 
visit the Moat and Gardens on Saturday 21st December from 3pm  £15 per child. No 
charge for parents/carers.  Enjoy a Christmas Activity Craft.  Meet Santa and receive 
a gift.  Take a twilight walk with hot chocolate and cookies and Christmas stories 
Dress code pj’s or casual clothing  Refreshments available to purchase for parents/
carers 
Payment in advance is required, please book by contacting us on 01902 372441 or 
email moat@albrightontrust.org.uk 
  
Stephen Jimson, Assistant Manager 
The Albrighton Trust 
Blue House Lane, Albrighton  WV7 3FL 
Charity N0: 1000402     

mark@heartofenglandinbloom.org 
E: 
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